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Most of North Carolina was cool and wet during March 2009. Most of central and eastern 
NC experienced temperatures much below normal, with temperature departures from 
long‐term averages between 1 and 1.5 degrees F. In contrast, western NC was generally 
warmer than normal, especially at higher elevations. 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Rainfall across central and eastern NC was plentiful in March 2009, a nice contrast to the 
dry conditions experienced in January and February.  The northern Piedmont and Coastal 
Plains experienced the wettest conditions, with some locations receiving greater than 
150% of normal.  While western NC was slightly drier than normal, rainfall amounts were 
generally greater than in January and February. 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of Normal 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Cool conditions in central and eastern NC have slowed emergence for some fruit crops, but 
otherwise has minimal impact. Planting for most crops will start in mid‐April, after the 
historical last freeze in central and eastern NC. 
 
Rainfall in central and eastern NC has generally been beneficial, ensuring adequate 
moisture in the soils across most locations for spring crop planting. Moreover, the rain was 
heaviest in the upper parts of our river basins, providing good recharge for reservoirs, 
streams, and groundwater resources. The rainfall and its impacts are reflecting in the US 
Drought Monitor, which showed improvements across the state in March. Recharge from 
rainfall, along with careful management of water resources, will likely ensure adequate 
water supplies for the summer even if dry weather is experienced. 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